Spring 2008
Federal Courts
Course Number: LAW-763

Class Number: 03451

Course Description:
This course explores the constitutional and statutory principles that define the role of federal courts in the American system of government. It focuses on separation of powers and federalism as they relate to powers of the federal judiciary. The course is divided into four major units. Unit 1 focuses on the restriction of the jurisdiction of federal courts to “cases” and reviews the principle justiciability doctrines including standing, ripeness, mootness and the political question doctrine. Unit II reviews the power of Congress to control the jurisdiction federal courts and to create federal adjudicative bodies that do not qualify as federal courts under Article III. Unit III focuses on the jurisdiction of federal courts to entertain suits against governments and government officials, with emphasis on state sovereign immunity and civil rights litigation. Unit IV examines federal court review of state court decisions, including the abstention doctrines, habeas corpus and Supreme Court review. 

Additional Information:
· Unit Value: 3 

· Grading Option: CR/D/F grading is not available 

· Exam: 

· Participation: 

