Fall 2008

History of American Law
Course Number: LAW-617
Class Number: 03253

Course Description: 

This course will explore the interaction of law, culture, and politics in American society from the Revolution through the New Deal.  It is not a survey course, but rather an introduction to the study of law from a historical perspective. The course will be divided into four or five topical sections, from among the following: nineteenth century law and economy; race, slavery and Reconstruction; marriage and family; law and work in the twentieth century; Progressivism and social welfare policy; legal education and the legal profession; civil rights in the twentieth century.  The course will emphasize reading primary materials cases as well as other legal and social history sources - with a critical eye; and understanding contrasting legal historical approaches to those materials.

Additional Information: 
· Unit Value: 3 

· Grading Option: CR/D/F grading is available 

· Exam: 
· Participation: 
