Spring 2008
Mediation Clinic
Course Number: LAW-630

Class Number: 03270

Course Description: 

In the Mediation Clinic, students learn the dispute resolution skills required to become professional mediators. Unlike traditional litigation clinics where students learn to use the law to advocate for one side in a dispute, as mediators, the students do not represent one side or the other. Instead, they are third party neutrals who act as facilitators to help the parties craft a resolution to their lawsuit. 

During the initial half of the semester, students learn basic and advanced mediation skills and study the legal, ethical, and practical issues that arise in the use of mediation. They observe live court mediations, and also conduct their own in-class and videotaped role play mediations, with professional mediators acting as mediation coaches. Upon certification by the instructor, students qualify as mediators for the Los Angeles County Superior Court. Student mediators are then assigned to conduct up to six or more “live” court mediations, either in teams of two student co-mediators, or individually. Back in class, the students and the instructor debrief the court mediations, discussing effective techniques to overcome various barriers to resolution. Through their work in the clinic, students have helped dozens of litigants settle their differences and avoid court, usually in highly emotional cases such as contentious small claims actions and disputes involving civil harassment restraining orders.

This is a four-unit course that is limited to six students. There will be no final exam.

Additional Information:
· Unit Value: 4 

· Exam: No exam 

· Enrollment Limitations: 6 students 

