Spring 2008
Intellectual Property Clinic I
Course Number:  LAW-780
Class Number:  03479

Course Description:
The Intellectual Property and Technology Clinic provides law students with the ability to represent the public interest in cutting-edge issues of intellectual property and technology law. Through the hands-on experience of representing clients (under the supervision of the professor) in various forums, students will learn professional responsibility and advocacy skills, substantive law and procedural rules related to their projects, and will examine the concept of the public interest in intellectual property and technology law. Clients will likely vary widely, and may be individual artists; non-profit institutions; coalitions; policymakers; etc. In the past, students have drafted amicus briefs, counseled nonprofits on public-interest initiatives, created various licensing schemes, and represented independent and documentary filmmakers who are pursuing legislation in Congress, among other projects. Thus, the skills each student learns will also vary according to project. In the classroom component, we will explore public interest practice in tech law in various forums, and spend significant time on student projects.

The Clinic is a year-long class. Please note this important characteristic of the clinic when planning your schedule. The Clinic begins in the Fall semester and continues through the Spring semester. In the first semester (Fall) semester, it will be graded on a CR/D/F basis. In the second (Spring) semester, you will receive a numerical (N) grade. 

The Clinic is limited to 8 students; however, there will be a wait list, and students are regularly admitted into the Clinic from the wait list.  Therefore, please sign up for the wait list even if you are not able to get onto the class list initially. 

The Clinic includes a classroom/group meeting component once a week. 

In addition to the weekly class component, you are expected to commit approximately 20 hours per week to clinic work. NOTE: most Clinic deadlines are set by courts, administrative agencies, client needs, and the like; in other words, they are not under student control. The approximate time commitment will vary significantly week to week. Students who have significant or inflexible commitments such as outside jobs may find it difficult to perform well in the clinic, and should speak with Professor Lerner before enrolling.

Prerequisites and Requirements:
Intellectual Property is required as a co-requisite to enrolling in the Clinic. (In other words, you must either (1) already have taken Intellectual Property; or (2) will be taking it concurrently with the Clinic in the Fall semester.) In addition, a mandatory 4-hour orientation session occurs during the first week of classes (the orientation is tentatively scheduled for Friday, August 31; due to the small number of students and the need to coordinate with the Post-Conviction Justice Project and the Immigration Clinic, the date and time will be finalized once registration has been completed).  Do NOT enroll in the Clinic if you cannot attend this mandatory orientation session; it is required. The classroom component and weekly meetings with the professor are of course required. There is no final examination; however, Clinic students are expected to work through the ENTIRE semester, including throughout the final examination period. Do not schedule travel or firm work before the end of exams. Students with significant or inflexible time commitments, please see the caveat above.

Additional Information: 
· Unit Value:  4 

· Exam:  None 

· Prerequisite or co-requisite:  Intellectual Property 

· Enrollment Limitations:  8 students 

