Fall 2008


Immigration Clinic
Course Number:  LAW-776
Class Number:  03474

Course Description:
See Course Description below, but first note these important administrative matters: 

The Immigration Clinic is a full year course. Students who enroll in the Immigration Clinic must enroll for both the Fall and Spring semesters. If you are considering enrolling in the Clinic, be aware of the possibility of a scheduling conflict (course or employment) in the Spring semester. Do not enroll in the Immigration Clinic in the Fall semester if you are concerned about a possible scheduling conflict in the Spring semester. If you are planning on working during the Fall or Spring semester or if you are planning on enrolling in an Externship during either semester, you may want to consider not enrolling in the Clinic. Most of the deadlines in the Clinic are imposed by a court or an agency. Clinic students who have significant or inflexible employment and/or externship commitments will find it difficult to perform well in the Clinic. If you intend to work during the Fall or Spring semester or if your work or externship schedule(s) may be inflexible, you are encouraged to discuss this issue with the professor before enrolling in the Clinic. 

Due to the need to produce government-issued identity documents when seeking entry to immigration detention facilities, jails, or prisons, and due to the fact that Clinic work may require a student to pass through a Border Patrol checkpoint, students who are not U.S. citizens or Lawful Permanent Residents should discuss their immigration status with the professor before enrolling in the Clinic.

The Clinic meets in a classroom setting for two hours once per week. Students also meet on a weekly basis with the professor for case review. Attendance at class and other meetings is mandatory. Additionally, there is a mandatory four hour Orientation Session that will occur during the first week of the Fall semester. For Fall 2008 this mandatory Orientation Session is tentatively scheduled for Friday, August 29th, 1:20 PM – 5:15 PM. Do not enroll in the Clinic if you are unable to attend the Mandatory Orientation Session.

The classroom component of the Clinic will provide students with an understanding of the relevant substantive law and with the skills necessary to represent a client. In addition to the weekly class, Clinic students will need to commit approximately 20 hours per week to client work, Clinic office duties, and weekly case review meetings with the professor. The Mandatory Orientation Session during the first week of the Fall semester will provide information on office procedures, the case management database, and other introductory material.

The Immigration Clinic provides representation to clients in a variety of different types of cases including applications for relief under the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), asylum, and applications for relief from removal. Many of the Clinic's clients are victims of torture, including rape, or other forms of severe violence. In some of the cases the client's life or freedom is at stake. Client availability, DHS (USCIS, ICE, CBP) and Immigration Court logistics, and, to the extent possible, the individual student's area of interest, will determine the type and number of cases on which a student will work. Students will represent clients before the Immigration Court, U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services, and possibly the federal courts. Student representation is provided and authorized by DHS and Justice Department student practice rules under the supervision of Professor Frenzen. Client referral relationships exist between the Clinic and several other organizations including: The Program for Torture Victims <www.ptvla.org>, Public Counsel <www.publiccounsel.org>, and the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles <www.lafla.org>. Some of the Clinic's clients are held in detention in one of the three main DHS/ICE detention facilities in the Los Angeles area, the Mira Loma Detention Center in Lancaster, the San Pedro Processing Center on Terminal Island (temporarily closed since Fall 2007), and the Santa Ana City Jail in Santa Ana. Some Clinic students will need to travel to the detention facilities. Clinic students may also need to meet clients off campus. 

The Fall Semester of the Clinic is graded on a CR/D/F basis. The Spring Semester of the Clinic may be taken for a letter grade or on a CR/D/F basis. There is no final examination. Prior or concurrent enrollment in Immigration Law would be helpful to the student, but Immigration Law is not a pre or co-requisite. Enrollment in the Clinic is limited to eight students. If the Clinic is fully enrolled at the time of your registration, contact the Registrar’s Office in person or by telephone (213-740-6314) and ask to be placed on the course waiting list. The Clinic is four units per semester. Feel free to contact Professor Frenzen prior to registration if you have additional questions about the Clinic. He can be reached at nfrenzen@law.usc.edu or 213-740-8933.

Course Requisites: Ability to attend first week Orientation Session on August 29th (see details above). Ability to enroll in the Clinic in both Fall and Spring semesters (be aware of possible Spring course conflicts - see details above). Students with inflexible or significant work or externship commitments, please see caveat above. Students who are not U.S. citizens or Lawful Permanent Residents should see the professor before enrolling (see details above). 

Additional Information: 
· Unit Value:  4 

· Grading Option:  CR/D/F only in Fall. CR/D/F option available in Spring. 

· Exam:  None 

· Prerequisite or Co-requisite:  Prior or concurrent enrollment in Immigration Law will be helpful but is not required 

· Enrollment Limitation:  8 students 
