DIRECTED RESEARCH (LAW-890)
(1 – 4 units)

Directed Research is substantial independent research and study which results in meaningful written work not necessarily in the form of a scholarly paper. Such projects may be supervised by full-time members of USC Law faculty, not including Adjuncts or Lecturers in Law. While such projects may include preparation of research memoranda for faculty research projects, empirical research for such projects, and faculty supervised independent study, the grant of academic credit for such work will be allowed only on the explicit condition that the project will have significant and substantial academic value for the student undertaking it. Directed research projects will be graded CR/D/F; numerical grades will be considered only when the student and the faculty member submit an academic petition requesting that the work be graded numerically and a written statement explaining why such an exception should be granted. Students may apply a maximum of four units of Directed Research toward the degree.  This is a required course for M.C.L. students and it may be taken in the fall or the spring.  Note: For students planning to take the NY Bar – The New York State Board of Examiners does not count Directed Research toward the 20 credit requirement.
