Fall 2007


Global Warming:  Law and Lessons
Course Number:  LAW-599

Class Number:  03204

Course Description:
This course will examine judicial, administrative, and legislative activity related to climate change. We will consider the background and implications of the major litigation proceedings that involve global warming issues, including the Supreme Court’s recent decision on the scope of EPA’s authority (and discretion) regarding the regulation of carbon dioxide emissions from motor vehicles. The course will look at legislative actions at the national and state levels, the potential impact of the commerce clause and environmental justice concerns, and the fiduciary/disclosure obligations of corporate officers in respect to climate change. As we study how the law is evolving to deal with this global issue, we will also consider the lessons that might be drawn from some established environmental law principles. Topics will include how the law has developed to cope with scientific uncertainty, cost effectiveness, “technology forcing”, trading of emission allowances, and nuclear power.

Additional Information: 
· Unit Value:  2 

· Grading Option:  CR/D/F grading is not available 

· Exam:  
· Participation:  
