Fall 2009


International Law Seminar:
International Environmental Law

Course Number: LAW-861
Class Number: 03567
Instructor: Chris D. Stone
Course Description

This course will examine evolving efforts of international and domestic law and institutions to alleviate pressures on the global environment. We will begin with a survey of targeted problem areas, including climate change, ozone depletion, desertification, over-fishing, polar melting, and depletion of biodiversity. We will then examine the basic strategic devices that are being brought to bear, including taxes, trade sanctions, “soft” law treaties, insurance, cap and trade schemes, and extending even to human rights conventions and the Alien Tort Claims Act.  On a more general level, we will explore thee problems of developing multi-lateral cooperation in the face of large uncertainties about risks and their distributions. What are the impediments to effective multi-lateral responses, and what mechanisms are being deployed to overcome them? To evaluate alternative approaches, we will look at a sampling of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs), including the Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Montreal Protocol, as well as environment-intersecting conventions and agencies, including WTO and World Bank.

Students will be expected to make an in-class presentation on subjects of their choice.

Additional Information

· Unit Value: 3 

· Grading Option: CR/D/F grading is available 

· Exam: In-class exam; laptops are permitted 

· Graduation Writing Requirement: No 

· Graduation Skills Requirement: No 

· Participation: Points will be awarded 

