Globalization and the Law
Course Number: LAW-664
Class Number: 03340 (2 unit section), 03341 (3 unit section)

Course Description:
National boundaries are becoming increasingly porous to the exchange of labor, products, capital, diseases, ideas–and even judicial process. Globalization offers new opportunities. On average, the world population is far wealthier today, and living longer, than ever before. But Globalization is raising dramatic problems as well, from fears about out-sourcing and immigration to loss of sovereignty and the plight of the world’s poorest, who are being left behind. This course will examine the remarkable impact globalization is having upon the world, and, in particular, on legal systems and the practice of law. Issues include whether the harmonization of working conditions across the world, e.g., wages and child labor, is a desirable–and realistic--goal. How much protection should corporate investors have from host country regulation? Should U.S. courts entertain suits for alleged wrongs by U.S. companies on foreign soil? Should countries be allowed to ban imports on the grounds that the products, for example Hollywood films and fast food chains, are destroying their cultures? France be permitted to restrict U.S. movies on grounds of protecting its culture? Is the North American Free Trade Agreement exporting jobs and widening wage gaps? Are rich country agricultural policies killing African farmers? 

There are no prerequisites.

Additional Information:
· Unit Value: 2 or 3 (with a paper) 

· Grading Option: CR/D/F grading is available 

· Exam: 
· Participation: 
