Comparative Constitutional Law

Course Number: LAW-745

Class Number: 03428 and 03429

Instructor: Kareem Crayton
Course Description

Imagine for a moment that all the rules and doctrines that you learned in American Constitutional Law were applied in an emerging democracy. At least a few difficult structural questions should immediately come to mind. For instance, does it makes sense to transplant all of the constitutional rights that exist in America to this emerging country? Should the judges who interpret what any given right means apply a specific method of interpretation? Should the constitutional holdings of courts in other nations with similar rights have any influence? Do the emerging nation’s special social and political circumstances leading to the drafting of the constitution make a difference? This seminar explores such questions by examining the system of constitutional law from a comparative perspective by examining the experiences of two emergent “states” – The Republic of South Africa and the European Union. 

Course Details

· Unit Value: 2 (03428) or 3 (03429)

· Grading Options: Numerical Only

· Exam: Paper (20-30 pages)

· Writing Requirement: Yes with submission of the Upper Division Writing Requirement Form.

· Skills Requirement: No

· Participation: Required and graded

· Enrollment Limitation: 10 students

