COMPARATIVE CIVIL PROCEDURE 

LAW-599 (2 Units)

We live in a global society in which we need to consider not only the legal system that serves our country but also the laws of other nations around the world. The increase in international commerce and trade and the ease of traveling around the world make a course, such as, comparative civil procedure an essential subject of study for all legal parishioners in the US and abroad.

The thrust of this course is to examine domestic and foreign civil procedure laws. We will start with general characteristics of comparative civil procedure. We will then discuss similarities and differences between the common law and the civil law systems. The focal point of this class will be on comparing and contrasting different legal systems with regards to: pleadings requirements; discovery; personal jurisdiction – suing foreign defendants in US courts; foreign forum selection clauses; forum non conveniens; service upon foreign defendants; jurisdiction of cases involving aliens; choose of law; recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments; and transnational arbitration. We will end class with harmonization and approximation. Harmonization refers to reducing the differences among national legal systems and approximation is the process of reforming the rules of various legal systems so that they approximate each other. This course’s contents rests on the cutting edge of understanding legal procedures in a shrinking global community. 

