Fall 2008

Homeland Security and Counterterrorism Law and Policy
Course Number:  LAW-866

Class Number:  03574

Course Description:
This class will explore the spectrum of interrelated legal and policy issues that, at least since the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, we have called domestic counterterrorism or “homeland security.”  With the latest National Intelligence Estimate on the Terrorist Threat to the U.S. Homeland (released July 2007) assessing that Al Qaeda has reconstituted itself fully in Pakistani safe havens and is likely seeking to send terrorist operatives to the United States, the ongoing conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the various attacks or attempted attacks in the United Kingdom, Germany, Turkey, and elsewhere, the issues of counterterrorism and homeland security remain timely.  

There is no way to cover all issues relating to counterterrorism and homeland security in a single semester, but among the areas potentially to be explored include the nature of the 21st Century terrorist threat, border/transportation security and the use of watchlists and data mining, domestic surveillance and wiretapping, domestic intelligence gathering and terrorism investigations under the USA PATRIOT Act, terrorism prosecutions, the detention of terror suspects, critical and dangerous infrastructure protection, and our nation’s preparedness and capacity to respond and recover from major catastrophes – such as a terrorist WMD strike, a pandemic influenza outbreak, or a Katrina-style natural disaster.  In the context of addressing these issues, we will examine the inevitable tensions between security and other critical policy priorities or constitutional mandates, such as the protection of civil liberties, privacy, unhindered economic activity, business continuity, civilian primacy over the military regarding domestic enforcement, and federalism.  In addition, where appropriate, we will look at how other countries have tailored their legal systems to address the terrorist threat – one example being the United Kingdom’s terrorism detention laws.

The class will be taught by a former senior official of the United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS), may involve guest expert speakers, and also potentially a field trip to see DHS operations in action (such as at the Los Angeles International Airport).

Additional Information:
· Unit Value:  2 

· Grading Option:  CR/D/F grading is available 

· Exam:  
· Participation:  
 

